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Inspection of Queen Elizabeth's
School, Barnet

Queen's Road, Barnet, Hertfordshire EN5 4DQ

Inspection dates: 17 and 18 May 2022
Overall effectiveness Outstanding
The quality of education Outstanding
Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding
Personal development Outstanding
Leadership and management Outstanding
Sixth-form provision Outstanding

Not previously inspected under section 5

Previous inspection grade of the Education Act 2005

Ofsted has not previously inspected Queen Elizabeth’s School under section 5 of the
Education Act 2005. However, Ofsted previously judged Queen Elizabeth’s School to
be outstanding, before it opened as an academy.
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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils flourish at Queen Elizabeth’s School. They love to learn. Pupils are happy and
safe. They take great pride in their work. Pupils are determined to succeed in all
aspects of their school life and are ambitious for their futures. Leaders ensure that
pupils study a broad range of academic subjects. They make sure the highly
academic environment of the school is also a nurturing one. Leaders strive to
develop pupils into confident, able and responsible young people.

The behaviour of pupils is exemplary. In class, pupils are focused on learning and

lessons are purposeful. The school encourages pupils to adopt the study habits of
professionals within their subject areas. Pupils attend the wide range of lunchtime
clubs and societies on offer to them. Many of these are organised and run by the

pupils themselves.

The school has a strong sense of community. Staff and pupils celebrate their
achievements. Older pupils provide academic and emotional support to younger
pupils. Sixth-form students act as ambassadors for the school by volunteering in the
local community. Pupils report that bullying is rare. If it does happen, staff are quick
to address it.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The school’s curriculum is academic, broad and balanced. All pupils study English,
maths, science, humanities and a modern foreign language in Years 10 and 11, the
English Baccalaureate range of subjects. Alongside this, many pupils choose to study
economics and Latin, as well as arts subjects and technology.

Leaders prioritise reading. Pupils read often and widely. Leaders make links between
the books that pupils read in English and other subject curriculum content. In Year 9
art, for example, portrait drawing is themed around pupils’ reading of ‘Frankenstein’.

The curriculum is highly ambitious in all subject areas. Pupils regularly complete
work that goes far beyond what would normally be expected for their age. Leaders
are keen to engage pupils in global issues and debates. For example, in technology,
pupils learn about the United Nations’ sustainability goals when designing products
using plastics.

Teachers are experts in their subjects. They check pupils’ understanding throughout
lessons. Assessment is thorough and proportionate. Teachers use assessment
information and ensure pupils know how to improve their work. They swiftly support
pupils to catch up if they fall behind. They also offer a range of clubs and
competitions for pupils who excel. These are popular with pupils. Elite clubs in
mathematics, robotics and cricket are particularly note-worthy.
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The quality of pupils’ work across subjects is exceptional. Teachers help pupils to
embed learning in their long-term memory. Pupils recall key knowledge with
accuracy. They use technical vocabulary with fluency. Teachers help pupils to
develop sophisticated skills in analysis, evaluation and research. This supports pupils
to be ready for their next stage of education.

Leaders have high ambitions for all pupils. Pupils with special educational needs
and/or disabilities achieve exceptionally well here. Leaders ensure that all pupils
access the wide range of opportunities on offer at the school. The school’s online
learning platform is an additional resource where pupils can develop their areas of
interest further or get extra practice.

Pupils are polite and courteous. They are well mannered and respectful to all
members of the school community. Pupils listen attentively to their teachers and
work hard. At breaktime and lunchtime, pupils play games together. The atmosphere
is lively and pleasant. Students in the sixth form are role models to younger pupils.

Leaders place great importance on pupils’ personal development. They ensure that
pupils gain a deep understanding of the issues that affect wider society. Pupils
explore topics such as personal identity, future careers and financial management.
They engage in debate about current affairs.

Pupils hold democratic elections to determine pupil leadership roles. They explore
the rule of law through mock legal trials. Leaders encourage pupils to take action
about issues that affect wider society and the environment. For example, they are
undertaking a re-wilding project within the school grounds. Pupils support each
other through the school’s peer mentoring programme.

The school’s curriculum enrichment is extensive. Clubs take place at lunchtime so
that all pupils can be involved. The range on offer includes medical society,
forensics, chess and drama clubs. Many pupils play in competitive sports teams,
including cricket and rugby. Pupils take part also in a range of extra-curricular
sports, including water polo, fencing and volleyball.

School improvement priorities are ambitious. Leaders and governors are determined
to improve the school’s work. They engage staff, pupils and parents in evaluating
the school’s current provision and in making plans for the future. Leaders are aware
of the pressures faced by staff, particularly around assessment. Staff appreciate the
efforts of leaders to support their well-being.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure that policies and procedures for safeguarding are robust and well
communicated to all staff. They train staff to identify when pupils may be at risk.

Leaders responsible for safeguarding work well with local outside agencies to
support any vulnerable pupils and their families. Governors are aware of their
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statutory duties towards safeguarding. They ensure that procedures for the safe
recruitment of staff are secure.

Staff are acutely aware of the pressures that pupils in the school may face. They
prioritise teaching about mental health, managing stress and online safety. Pupils
are aware of the sources of support available to them, such as the school
counselling service. The school teaches them the importance of respecting others.
This includes age-appropriate information about healthy relationships, what
constitutes sexual harassment, and consent.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you
can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings

School details

Unique reference number
Local authority

Inspection number

Type of school

School category

Age range of pupils
Gender of pupils

Gender of pupils in sixth-form
provision

Number of pupils on the school roll

Of which, number on roll in the
sixth form

Appropriate authority
Chair of trust
Headteacher

Website

Date of previous inspection

Information about this school

Ofsted

136290
Barnet

10228514

Grammar (selective)

Academy converter

11 to 18
Boys

Boys

1292
334

Board of trustees
Barrie Martin, MBE
Neil Enright
www.qgebarnet.co.uk

Not previously inspected.

B Queen Elizabeth’s School is a selective grammar school for boys. The school
converted to become an academy in 2010.

B When its predecessor school, Queen Elizabeth’s School, was last inspected by

Ofsted, it was judged to be outstanding.

B The current headteacher took up post in September 2011.

B |eaders do not use any alternative providers for their pupils.

B The school meets the requirements of the Baker Clause, which requires schools to
provide pupils in Years 8 to 13 with information about approved technical
education qualifications and apprenticeships.
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Information about this inspection

The inspector(s) carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act
2005.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspectors met with the headteacher and other school leaders, members of the
governing body, teaching staff and non-teaching staff, and spoke with a
representative from the local authority.

B Inspectors conducted deep dives in the following subjects: English, mathematics,
science, technology and history. Inspectors met with curriculum leaders,
classroom teachers and pupils. They visited lessons and reviewed the work of
pupils. They also visited a wider sample of subject lessons across the curriculum.

B Inspectors reviewed a range of documentation, including school policies, records
of attendance and behaviour, and school improvement reports.

B Inspectors reviewed the procedures for the safeguarding of pupils by reviewing
policies and records, meeting with pupils and speaking to leaders. Inspectors
checked records relating to the recruitment of staff.

Bm Due to the examinations taking place at the school, inspectors were unable to
visit the lessons of students in the sixth form. Inspectors met with sixth-form
students and reviewed a wide range of student work, as well as additional
evidence, such as students’ personal statements.

B Inspectors spoke to a range of pupils and staff members and reviewed the
responses to Ofsted’s online pupil and staff surveys. They also considered the
views of parents who made responses to the Ofsted parent online survey, Parent
View.

Inspection team

Annabel Davies, lead inspector Her Majesty's Inspector

Joanne Hamill Ofsted Inspector

Janice Howkins Ofsted Inspector

Bruce Goddard Ofsted Inspector

Yvonne Chisholm Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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